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Trinity 15
‘Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me’.
A prayer of approach

Living God, whose Word is life,
we come before you with our faltering words, incompetent and inadequate.
Lift us from the mire of our ceaseless chatter,
to hear your Word, to do your will, to live your life. Amen.
Hymn: 
Lord, for the years
Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided, 

urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided: Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today.

Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us, 

speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze,
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us: Lord of the word, receive Your people's praise.

Lord, for our land in this our generation, spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care:
for young and old, for commonwealth and nation, 

Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer.

Lord, for our world when we disown and doubt him, 

loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain,
hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him: Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign.

Lord for ourselves; in living power remake us - self on the cross and Christ upon the throne,
past put behind us, for the future take us: Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone.

A prayer of confession

Lord, you have given us the gift of speech, but we have not always used it wisely.
We have cursed and condemned our fellow human beings,
and committed sin of every shade.
Forgive us for failing in our responsibility
to use the gift of speech well, and help us to mend our ways.
Amen.
The Absolution

May almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you your sins and bring you to everlasting life. Amen.

Reading: 







James 3: 1-12

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the tongue - a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 

Address  
A prayer for all ages together

To be said by two groups of voices 

A     What are our mouths for?
B     They are not for speaking unkind words!
A     What are our tongues for?
B     They are not for sticking out in cheek!
A     Our mouths are for helping and encouraging each other.
B     Our tongues are for praising God. 

Please give us wisdom, Lord, 
to use our mouths and tongues as we should. Amen. 

Hymn: 
Make me a channel of your peace
Make me a channel of your peace Where there is hatred let me bring your love

Where there is injury your pardon Lord
And where there’s doubt true faith in you.

Make me a channel of your peace, where there’s despair in life let me bring hope

Where there is darkness only light

And where there’s sadness ever joy. O Master grant that I may never seek

So much to be consoled as to console to be understood as to understand

to be loved as to love with all my soul

Make me a channel of your peace

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned. In giving of ourselves, that we receive

And in dying that we’re born to eternal life.

Bless the Gifts

Lord Jesus, you gave everything for us. With these our gifts, we offer you all that we have, and are, and will be, praying that our church, and our mission,
may reach out so that others may come to share in your risen life. Amen.

Prayers of intercession

We pray for all who bear the responsibility of working with words:
for lawyers and journalists, novelists and poets: give them wisdom,
for wisdom reaches mightily 
from one end of the earth to the other, and orders all things well. 


We pray for all who are victims of words ill-used:
for those bullied by rumours, those belittled by ridicule,
those befuddled by complex instructions 
or the words of unsympathetic officials: give them wisdom,
for wisdom reaches mightily 
from one end of the earth to the other, and orders all things well. 


Lord, make us sensitive to your wisdom as we exercise
whatever responsibilities are given to us, give us wisdom:
for wisdom reaches mightily 
from one end of the earth to the other, and orders all things well. Amen. 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer (sung)
Our Father who art in heaven HBTN

Thy kingdom come thy will be done HBTN

On earth as it is in heaven HBTN

Give us this day our daily bread HBTN

Forgive us all our trespasses HBTN

As we forgive those who trespass against us HBTN

And lead us not into temptation HBTN

But deliver us from all that is evil HBTN

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory HBTN

For ever and for ever and ever HBTN

Blessing:
Lord, send us out with awareness: awareness of how we use the gift of speech;
awareness of what a word can do, for evil or for good.
Grant us the ability to exercise self-control, and to live responsibly. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you now and always. Amen.

The Peace

The Peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you

Hymn:
One more step
One more step along the world I go, one more step along the world I go. 
From the old things to the new keep me travelling along with you 
And it’s from the old I travel to the new, keep me travelling along with you.
Round the corners of the world I turn, more and more about the world I learn. 
All the new things that I see you’ll be looking at along with me.
As I travel through the bad and good, keep me travelling the way I should. 
Where I see no way to go, you’ll be telling me the way, I know
Give me courage when the world is rough, keep me loving though the world is tough. 

Leap and sing in all I do, keep me travelling along with you.
You are older than the world can be, you are younger than the life in me. 
Ever old and ever new, keep me travelling along with you.
