
Pilgrim Service Christmas Day, Yr A, 25/12/2020
Hymn

Joy to the world
Joy to the world! The Lord is come; let earth receive her King; let ev’ry heart prepare him room 
and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing!

Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns; let us our songs employ; while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains,

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove the glories of his righteousness,

and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, and wonders, and wonders of his love.

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
We light all the candles on our Advent wreath to remind us that the light of Christ has come into the world.
Lord Jesus, Light of light, you have come among us.

Help us who live by your light to shine as lights in your world.

Glory to God in the highest.

Amen.
Holy God, your only son was born with no home and laid in a manger;

fill us with compassion for all in need today.

Bless your church as it works for dignity, healing and peace across the world.

And give us generous hearts to respond to your most generous gift,

of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
We say sorry to God for the things we have done wrong:
Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts. 
In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins.

Silence is kept.

God our Father, you sent your Son full of grace and truth: 
forgive our failure to receive him. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.

Jesus our Saviour, you were born in poverty and laid in a manger: 
forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy.

Spirit of love, your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call: 
forgive the hardness of our hearts. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.
We receive God’s forgiveness:
Absolution

May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself, 
that you may behold the glory of his Son, the Word made ﬂesh, 
and be cleansed from all your sins, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
We sing the Peruvian Gloria
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Father.
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Father.

To God be glory forever. To God be glory forever.

Alleluia, amen. Alleluia, amen. Alleluia, amen. Alleluia, amen.
Glory to God, glory to God, Son of the Father.
Glory to God, glory to God, Son of the Father.

To God be glory forever. To God be glory forever.

Alleluia, amen. Alleluia, amen. Alleluia, amen. Alleluia, amen.
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Spirit.
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Spirit.

To God be glory forever. To God be glory forever.

Alleluia, amen. Alleluia, amen. Alleluia, amen. Alleluia, amen.
We pray the special prayer for today, the Collect

Almighty God, 
you have given us your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him 
and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin: 
grant that we, who have been born again and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit: 
through Jesus Christ your son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

First Reading




Titus 2: 11-14
The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

Gospel Reading






Luke 2.1-14(15-20) 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

Address 
The Creed
We stand to reaffirm our faith

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist? 

We believe and trust in him.           

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, died for us and rose again? 

We believe and trust in him.           

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God and makes Christ known in the world? 

We believe and trust in him.           

This is the faith of the Church. 

This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.
Intercessions
Let us pray to our incarnate Lord, 

who has brought us out of darkness and into his own marvellous light.

Christ born for us, Son of God given for us:

help us to know you, to worship and to serve you …

Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer.

Wonderful counsellor, you order all things with your wisdom:

help the Church to reveal the mystery of your love and fill her with the Spirit of truth …

Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer.

Mighty God, the government is on your shoulders:

guide the leaders of the nations and bring in your kingdom of justice and righteousness …

Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer.

Everlasting father, you call us to live together in unity:

protect by your mercy all your children, bless our families and renew our communities …

Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer.

Prince of peace, you bring reconciliation through the cross:

by your healing power give to all who suffer… your gift of wholeness and peace.

Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Father, full of the Spirit,

hear our prayer, receive our praises, fill our lives. Amen.

The Peace

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 

and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you

and also with you.

Hymn



The Virgin Mary
The Virgin Mary had a baby boy (3x)
And they said that his name was Jesus

He came from the glory, he came from the glorious kingdom 2x
O yes believer, O yes believer
He came from the glory, he came from the glorious kingdom
The angels sang when the baby was born (3x)
And proclaimed him the Saviour Jesus
The wise men saw where the baby was born (3x)
And they saw that his name was Jesus

Prayer over the gifts

Word made flesh, life of the world,

in your incarnation you embraced our poverty:

by your Spirit may we share in your riches.

Amen.
The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you       

and also with you.                    

 

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.

 

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation;

in your love you made us for yourself.

When we turned away you did not reject us,

but came to meet us in your Son.

You embraced us as your children

and welcomed us to sit and eat with you.

 

In Christ you shared our life

that we might live in him and he in us.

He opened his arms of love upon the cross

and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin.

 

On the night he was betrayed, at supper with his friends

he took bread, and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to them, saying:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.

Father, we do this in remembrance of him:

his body is the bread of life.

 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,

he gave you thanks, and said:

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins;

do this in remembrance of me.

Father, we do this in remembrance of him:

his blood is shed for all.

 

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory,

send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine

may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son.

As we eat and drink these holy gifts

make us one in Christ, our risen Lord.

With your whole Church throughout the world

we offer you this sacrifice of praise

and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven:

 

Holy, holy, holy

Holy, holy, holy

God of power and might,

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,
Hosanna in the highest,
Hosanna in the highest,
Hosanna in the highest.
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

 

 

We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world.

God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life.
Jesus, Lamb of God

Have mercy on us, have mercy on us, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins

Have mercy on us, have mercy on us, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world

Grant us your peace, grant us your peace, grant us your peace.

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.

Blessed are those who are called to his supper.

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,

but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

Communion Carols: 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night
While shepherds watched their flocks by night; all seated on the ground,

the angel of the Lord came down, and glory shone around.

“Fear not,” said he for mighty dread had seized their troubled mind;

“Glad tidings of great joy I bring to you and all mankind.

“To you in David’s town this day Is born of David’s line

a Saviour who is Christ the Lord; and this shall be the sign.

The heav’nly babe you there shall find to human view displayed,

all meanly wrapped in swathing bands; and in a manger laid.

Thus spake the seraph, and forthwith appeared a shining throng

of angels praising God who thus addressed their joyful song.

All glory be to God on high, and to the earth be peace;

good will henceforth from heav’n to men begin and never cease.

Prayer after Communion

God our Father, whose Word has come among us in the Holy Child of Bethlehem: 
may the light of faith illumine our hearts and shine in our words and deeds; 
through him who is Christ the Lord. Amen.

Blessing

May the joy of the angels,

the eagerness of the shepherds,

the perseverance of the wise men,

the obedience of Joseph and Mary,

and the peace of the Christ-child

be yours this Christmas;

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Hymn: Hark the herald 
Hark, the herald angels sing glory to the new-born King;

peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled;

joyful all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies,

with the angelic hosts proclaim Christ is born in Bethlehem.

Hark the herald – angels sing glory to the new-born King.

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,

late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin’s womb!

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, hail th’incarnate Deity!

Please as man with us to dwell Jesus, our Emmanuel.

Hark the herald – angels sing glory to the new-born King.

Hail, the heav’n born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings;

mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,

born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.

Hark the herald – angels sing glory to the new-born King.
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