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Second Sunday of Advent, Year B, 06.12.2020
Hymn: Make way, make way
Make way, make way, for Christ the king in splendour arrives.
Fling wide the gates and welcome him into your lives.

Make way! (make way!) Make way! (make way!)
For the King of kings! (For the King of kings!)
Make way! (make way!) Make way! (make way!)
And let his kingdom in!

  

He comes the broken hearts to heal, the prisoners to free.
The deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance, the blind shall see.

 

The Greeting
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Changes in the Church during Advent

Colour in the church

· The colour of advent is purple
· It symbolises royalty
· We are waiting for Christ the King to come into the world
· We are preparing for the coming of Jesus
The Advent Wreath

· As we wait for the coming of Christ we light a candle each week
Prayer for Lighting the Candle

As we light this Advent candle, may its flame be a symbol of hope;
its warmth be a symbol of God’s love for each one of us;
and may it inspire us to speak out 
words that challenge, inspire and draw others to your kingdom.
We pray in the name of Jesus, who is the Light of the World. Amen. 
We remember our sins. We ask God to forgive us.
Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison
Look around you, can you see? Times are troubled, people grieve. 
See the violence, feel the hardness; all my people, weep with me.

Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison
Walk among them, I’ll go with you. Reach out to them with my hands. 
Suffer with me, and together we will serve them, help them stand.

Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison
Forgive us Father, hear our prayer. We would walk with you anywhere, 
through your suffering, with forgiveness, take your life into the world.

Kyrie eleison Christe eleison Kyrie eleison
Loving God, even when things don't go right you are there to listen.
We are not ashamed to turn to you, even when we are in the wrong.
Hear us now as we remember the times we have let you down, 
let others down and let ourselves down.
Help us to live again as if making a new start.
Show us the way you want us to go with love and kindness. Amen.
We receive God’s forgiveness

The Absolution
May almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you your sins and bring you to everlasting life. Amen.
We pray the special prayer for today, the Collect
Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds,
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as judge and saviour
we may be ready to receive him, who is our Lord and our God. Amen
First Reading

Philippians 1: 3-11

My brothers and sisters, I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

Here what the Spirit is saying to the Church

Thanks be to God
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.
Luke 3: 1-6

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth;
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.


Address

The Creed   We stand to reaffirm our faith
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 

We believe and trust in him.           

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, died for us and rose again? 

We believe and trust in him.           

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God and makes Christ known in the world? 

We believe and trust in him.           

 

This is the faith of the Church. 

This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.
Prayers of Intercession 
Eternal God, we pray for all who feel lost and afraid in a wilderness: 
those separated from their family or a long way from home;
may they know the joy of reunion, and the touch of those they love.

Maranatha!

Come, Lord Jesus!
We pray for those who have found beauty in the wilderness experience; 
those who found strength they didn’t know they had – 
a closeness to you they didn’t know they could experience.
Maranatha!

Come, Lord Jesus!

We pray for one another, that when the wilderness threatens our faith and our security, 
we would find our safety, and our home, in Jesus

Maranatha!

Come, Lord Jesus!

Merciful Father, accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
The Peace

In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on high shall break upon us,
to give light to those who dwell in darkness 
and in the shadow of death and to guide our feet into the way of peace.


The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Offertory Hymn:
On Jordan’s Bank
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry announces that the Lord is nigh;
awake, and hearken, for he brings glad tidings of the King of kings.

Then cleansed be every breast from sin; make straight the way for God within;
prepare we in our hearts a home, where such a mighty guest may come.

For thou art our salvation, Lord, our refuge, and our great reward;
without thy grace we waste away, like flowers that wither and decay.

To heal the sick stretch out thine hand, and bid the fallen sinner stand;
shine forth, and let thy light restore earth’s own true loveliness once more.

All praise, eternal Son, to thee whose advent doth thy people free,
whom with the Father we adore and Holy Ghost for evermore.

Prayer at the Preparation of the Table
 
As the grain once scattered in the ﬁelds and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside are now reunited on this table in bread and wine, so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together from the corners of the earth into your kingdom. Amen.
 
Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you       
and also with you.                    
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; in your love you made us for yourself.
When we turned away you did not reject us, but came to meet us in your Son.
You embraced us as your children and welcomed us to sit and eat with you.
 
In Christ you shared our life that we might live in him and he in us.
He opened his arms of love upon the cross 
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin.
 
On the night he was betrayed, at supper with his friends, 

he took bread, and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to them, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.
Father, we do this in remembrance of him: his body is the bread of life.
 
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, he gave you thanks, and said:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; do this in remembrance of me.
Father, we do this in remembrance of him: his blood is shed for all.
As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, 
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine 
may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

As we eat and drink these holy gifts make us one in Christ, our risen Lord.
 
With your whole Church throughout the world we offer you this sacrifice of praise
and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven:
 
Holy, holy, holy
Holy, holy, holy
God of power and might,
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, 
Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna in the highest.
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread.
  

Jesus, Lamb of God
Have mercy on us, have mercy on us, have mercy on us. 
 
Jesus, bearer of our sins
Have mercy on us, have mercy on us, have mercy on us. 
 
Jesus, redeemer of the world
Grant us your peace, grant us your peace, grant us your peace.
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.
 
Quiet Music: Mayenziwe


Prayer after Communion

Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the world and will send him again to be our judge: give us grace so to imitate him in the humility and purity of his first coming
that, when he comes again, we may be ready to greet him with joyful love and firm faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
May God himself, the God of peace, make you perfect and holy, and keep you safe and blameless, in spirit, soul and body, for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ;

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
Go in the peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ. Amen.
Final Hymn: 
All I once held dear
All I once held dear, built my life upon, all this world reveres and wars to own
all I once thought gain I have counted loss, spent and worthless now, compared to this

Knowing you, Jesus, knowing you. There is no greater thing:
you’re my all, you’re the best, you’re my joy, my righteousness and I love you, Lord

Now my heart’s desire is to know you more, to be found in you and known as yours.
To possess by faith what I could not earn, all surpassing gift of righteousness

Oh to know the power of your risen life and to know you in your sufferings,
to become like you in your death, my Lord, so with you to live and never die.
