ALL  AGE Year A –Trinity 18, Proper 23, Year A
Welcome, notices, birthdays

On screen before the service:
Today we hear about an invitation to a lavish party as a father throws a wedding feast for his son. Yet those invited turn it down. And so we are challenged to consider how we respond to the invitation to glorify God, and to enjoy him for ever.
Prayer of Approach
God of celebrations,
as we come to the feast today,
help us to be ready to respond to what you ask.
Amen.
Hymn:  Come on and celebrate
Come on and celebrate
His gift of love, we will celebrate
The Son of God who loved us
And gave us life
We'll shout Your praise, O King
You give us joy nothing else can bring
We'll give to You our offering
In celebration praise

Come on and celebrate
Celebrate
Celebrate and sing
Celebrate and sing to the King


A prayer of confession

For the times we have turned down your invitation,
Generous God, forgive us. 
For the times we have taken
your invitation for granted,
Generous God, forgive us. 
For the times
we have feasted on fine food,
but ignored the plight of the hungry,
Generous God, forgive us. 
For the times we have chosen
our own way and not yours,
Generous God, forgive us. 
Remove all our self-centredness
and help us be worthy guests
of your banquet.
Amen. 
The Absolution

Almighty God have mercy on you, 

forgive you your sins 

and bring you to everlasting life.   
Amen.

Reading  








 Matthew 22: 1-14

Once more Jesus spoke to the chief priests and Pharisees in parables, saying: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, “Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, maltreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, “Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, but few are chosen.’ 

Address 


Hymn
Give thanks with a grateful heart
Give thanks with a grateful heart
Give thanks to the Holy One
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son

And now let the weak say, "I am strong"
Let the poor say, "I am rich
Because of what the Lord has done for us"
Bless the Gifts

Lord Jesus, you gave everything for us.
As we give our gifts, we offer you all that we have, and are, and will be,
praying that our church, and our mission,
may reach out so that others may come to share in your risen life.
Amen.
Intercessions
God of the banquet, 
your desire is that all be welcomed to your table 
to share in the feast, 
yet the reality is that many often are, or feel, excluded. 

For those excluded through poverty, 
we pray for fairness. 

Silence 
For those excluded by their gender, 
we pray for equality. 

Silence 
For those excluded because of their sexual orientation, 
we pray for acceptance. 

Silence 
For those excluded because of faith or religion, 
we pray for understanding. 

Silence 
For those excluded because of their ethnicity, 
we pray for justice.

Silence 
God of the banquet,
your desire is that all be welcomed to your table 
to share in the feast –
guide and encourage us to help make this a reality. 
Amen. 
Merciful Father,

Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
Our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
We sing the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven HBTN

Thy kingdom come thy will be done HBTN

On earth as it is in heaven HBTN

Give us this day our daily bread HBTN

Forgive us all our trespasses HBTN

As we forgive those who trespass against us HBTN

And lead us not into temptation HBTN

But deliver us from all that is evil HBTN

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory HBTN

For ever and for ever and ever HBTN

Blessing

May God’s goodness strengthen you.
May God’s mercy comfort you.
May God’s promise of eternal life inspire you 
with hope and love.

and the blessing of God Almighty,

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit

be amongst you and remain with you, now and forever. Amen.
The Peace

 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you

Hymn:  Give me oil in my lamp
Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising, give me joy in my heart I pray.

Give me joy in my heart keep me praising, keep me praising till the end of day.

Sing hosanna! sing hosanna! Sing hosanna to the King of kings

Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna to the King

Give me peace in my heart, keep me resting, give me peace in my heart I pray.

Give me peace in my heart keep me resting keep me resting till the end of day.

Give me love in my heart, keep me serving, give me love in my heart I pray.

Give me love in my heart keep me serving, keep me serving till the end of day.

Give me oil in my lamp, keep me burning, give me oil in my lamp I pray.

Give me oil in my lamp keep me burning keep me burning till the end of day.
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