ALL  AGE –
Lent 1, Year B, 21.02.21
Welcome, notices, birthdays

On screen before the service:
Mark 1.9-15: In Mark’s typical style, it is ‘immediately’ after Jesus’ baptism that he is ‘driven’ into the wilderness. The baptism shows God’s affirmation of Jesus as God’s beloved Son. This is in stark contrast to the tough temptations Jesus then faces in the wilderness. But Mark, by placing them in this way, indicates that Jesus’ baptism prepared him not only for his future ministry but also to endure the temptations. This experience places knowing who he is before what he does. Thinking about our identity, both our own individuality and our identity as a child of God – knowing God, and that we are loved by God – may help us cope with our difficult ‘wilderness’ experiences, whatever their nature might be.
Hymn:  As the deer pants for the water
Prayer of Approach

To you, O Lord, we lift up our hearts, offering worship and praise.
Show us your path. Teach us to follow. Guide us in your truth.
For our hope is in you all day long. Amen.
A prayer of confession

Beloved Lord Jesus, you stepped from water to wilderness, 

from God’s voice to the taunting voice of the enemy. 
In the wilderness of today’s world, we face many enemies, many temptations. 
Forgive us for succumbing to selfishness, greed, lust, anger, power.

Lord most high, forgive us, we pray.
Sometimes difficult times follow fast on the heels of one another. 
And it’s hard to keep our focus on you. Forgive us.
Help us not to wallow in selfish self-centredness,
but to remember your promises and recognise you in those you bring alongside.

Lord most high, forgive us, we pray.

Forgive us when our minds fail to focus on you and your word. 
Help us to remember that no matter what we’re going through, 
you’ve been there before us. 
Whether we’re swimming in the warm waters of your love, 
or journeying through the arid wilderness, 
help us not to lose sight of your hand guiding us to eternal glory at rainbow’s end.

Lord most high, forgive us, we pray. Amen.
The Absolution

Almighty God have mercy on you, 

forgive you your sins and bring you to everlasting life.   
Amen.

Reading  








Mark 1: 9-15
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.’ 
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Hymn
Forty Days and Forty Nights
(Collection is taken during this hymn)

Bless the Gifts

Lord Jesus, you gave everything for us.
As we give you our gifts, we offer you all that we have, and are, and will be,
praying that our church, and our mission,
may reach out so that others may come to share in your risen life. Amen.
Intercessions
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;
I put my trust in you.

In situations where I have no answers, and your presence seems distant:
to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;
I put my trust in you.

When the ways of the world seem to overcome the light of Christ:
to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;
I put my trust in you.

When the world seems chaotic, wars continue and disasters proliferate:
to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;
I put my trust in you.

When it seems that those I pray for remain unhealed:
to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;
I put my trust in you.

When I despair and turn from you, when I fall or fail:
to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;
I put my trust in you.

Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth, and teach me.
Hear my prayer, O God of my salvation. Amen.
Merciful Father,

Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
Our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer (sung)
Our Father who art in heaven HBTN

Thy kingdom come thy will be done HBTN

On earth as it is in heaven HBTN

Give us this day our daily bread HBTN

Forgive us all our trespasses HBTN

As we forgive those who trespass against us HBTN

And lead us not into temptation HBTN

But deliver us from all that is evil HBTN

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory HBTN

For ever and for ever and ever HBTN

Prayer:
Send us out, Lord Jesus, to travel with you joyfully,
to follow you faithfully, and to speak of your love
to everyone we meet.  Amen.
Blessing

The blessing of God Almighty,

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit

be amongst you and remain with you, now and forever. 

Amen.
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