ALL  AGE –
Lent 5, Year B, 21.03.21
Hymn:  Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us
Prayer of Approach
Lord of all, we thank you for giving your all to include us in your love.
Help us to follow your example, and to take up our cross and follow you.
Make us ready to receive and welcome all who come to us, 
so that they too ‘may see Jesus’. Amen.
A prayer of confession

God of mercy and compassion, we look to you to forgive our frailty and our weakness.

Like your disciples who went before us, 

we have not always understood what you strive to teach us,

we have not always been as bold in our witness as we could have been,

we have not always stood by the faith we hold so dear,

and there have been times when we have betrayed your love.

Have mercy on us, and forgive us, for we are weak and frail.

Strengthen us for your service, for we ask in the name

of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
The Absolution
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you your sins and bring you to everlasting life. Amen.

Reading  








John 12: 20-33

Among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honour. ‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say – “Father, save me from this hour”? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.’ Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgement of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.’ He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.

Address 


Hymn
Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus
(Collection is taken during this hymn)

Bless the Gifts

Lord Jesus, you gave everything for us. As we offer our gifts, we offer you all that we have, and are, and will be, praying that our church, and our mission, may reach out so that others may come to share in your risen life. Amen.
Intercessions
God of all, we turn to you to pray for those who, like Christ, 
are ridiculed for what they believe and persecuted for what they hold dear…
Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer

God of all, we turn to you to pray for those who, like Christ, 
put their lives on the line for others, in the full knowledge of the risks they are taking…

Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer

God of all, we turn to you to pray for those who, like Christ, 
are beaten and abused, the victims of torture and brutality…

Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer

God of all, we turn to you to pray for those who, like Christ, 
are betrayed by friends and colleagues who run away at their hour of greatest need…

Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer

God of all, we turn to you to pray for those who, like Christ, 
know their need of you, and turn to you in prayer. 
Amen.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
Our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer (sung)
Our Father who art in heaven HBTN

Thy kingdom come thy will be done HBTN

On earth as it is in heaven HBTN

Give us this day our daily bread HBTN

Forgive us all our trespasses HBTN

As we forgive those who trespass against us HBTN

And lead us not into temptation HBTN

But deliver us from all that is evil HBTN

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory HBTN

For ever and for ever and ever HBTN

Blessing:
God be with us in the coming week,
as we think about Jesus making his way to Jerusalem
to die upon the cross and rise again on Easter Day. 
Amen.
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be amongst you and remain with you, now and forever.  Amen.
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