ALL  AGE –
Lent 4, Year B, 14.03.21
Welcome, notices, birthdays

Prayer of Approach
On every step of the journey towards the cross, we recognise our hesitation, our desire to turn aside.
Gentle Jesus, lead us back to the path, and help us to be faithful in following your footsteps,
because they lead to the cross and beyond, into fullness of life itself. Amen.
Hymn:  Will you come and follow me
A prayer of confession

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. We bring to God those things by which we die, our sin and the sin of the world, asking for forgiveness and life through the death of Jesus Christ. 

Forgive us for the sins that have hurt us, and separated us from you.

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Forgive us for the sins that have hurt others, and separate us from one another.

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

Forgive us for the sins that have hurt our planet, and separate us from future generations.

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Amen. 
The Absolution
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you your sins and bring you to everlasting life. Amen.

Reading  








John 3: 14-21

Jesus said to Nicodemus: ‘Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. ‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgement, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.’ 

Address 


Hymn
Here I am to worship (Light of the world you stepped out into darkness)
(Collection is taken during this hymn)

Bless the Gifts

Lord Jesus, you gave everything for us. As we offer our gifts, we offer you all that we have, and are, and will be, praying that our church, and our mission, may reach out so that others may come to share in your risen life. Amen.
Intercessions
We pray for those who struggle to believe, and those who are new in faith.

Lord, we look to the cross for our healing and salvation:
bring life through the death of your Son. 

We pray for those who struggle with ceaseless demands at work or at home.

Lord, we look to the cross for our healing and salvation:
bring life through the death of your Son. 

We pray for those who are imprisoned and those who are refugees.

Lord, we look to the cross for our healing and salvation:
bring life through the death of your Son. 

We pray for those in need, and those who are ill.

Lord, we look to the cross for our healing and salvation:
bring life through the death of your Son.

We remember those who have died, and pray for those who mourn.
We pray especially for Peggy, and for her family and friends

Lord, we look to the cross for our healing and salvation:
bring life through the death of your Son.

We pray for ourselves, for grace to live in the light of Christ.

Lord, we look to the cross for our healing and salvation:
bring life through the death of your Son. Amen. 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
Our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer (sung)
Our Father who art in heaven HBTN

Thy kingdom come thy will be done HBTN

On earth as it is in heaven HBTN

Give us this day our daily bread HBTN

Forgive us all our trespasses HBTN

As we forgive those who trespass against us HBTN

And lead us not into temptation HBTN

But deliver us from all that is evil HBTN

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory HBTN

For ever and for ever and ever HBTN

Blessing:
God so loved the world that he sent his only Son. Christ so loved the world that he sent the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit so loves the world that she sends us out in love, to love and to be loved – there is no greater calling. Amen.
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be amongst you and remain with you, now and forever.  Amen.
Hymn:  These are the days of Elijah[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6]
