ALL  AGE –
Sunday Next Before Lent, Year B
Welcome, notices, birthdays

On screen before the service:
High on a mountain, three disciples are given a vision of a gloriously transformed Jesus. They see Moses and Elijah talking with Jesus, and they are terrified. A voice says, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him.’
Prayer of Approach
Look together at the flames of a candle.

Creator God, the world is full of your amazing works, which shine out like flames, dancing on a candle. Open our eyes to your glory, and help us to sparkle with your beauty and love. Amen.
Hymn:  Here I am to worship
A prayer of confession

We fail to see the wonder and beauty all around us.
Lord of light, forgive us.

We put out the spark in others through thoughtless or unkind words.
Lord of light, forgive us.

We ignore or play down the talents that God has given us.
Lord of light, forgive us.
Amen.
The Absolution

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you your sins and bring you to everlasting life.   
Amen.

Reading  








Mark 9: 2-9
Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!’ Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them anymore, but only Jesus.

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

Address 


Hymn
Be still for the presence of the Lord
(Collection is taken during this hymn)

Bless the Gifts

Lord Jesus, you gave everything for us. As we give you our gifts, we offer you all that we have, and are, and will be, praying that our church, and our mission, may reach out so that others may come to share in your risen life. Amen.
Intercessions
The heavens and the earth witness to the transforming power of God. 
We bring into God’s presence those places and situations that we long to see changed, transformed for the glory of God.

We pray for countries torn apart by war, for refugees looking for safety,
and for those who will go hungry today…

Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer 

We pray for our nation, and for those with political power…

Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer 


We pray for the poor in our community,
for those who are unemployed or unable to work, and for those who are alone…
Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer 


We pray for those who offer support, for doctors, nurses and carers,
for those working in social services, in prisons, and in schools…
Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer 

We pray for those who have asked for our prayers, 
for those who are ill or in need, for those we live with, and for those who are lost…
Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer 

We pray for ourselves, for our own journey of discipleship,
for courage, steadfast faith, and wisdom, in all we do or say. 

Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer 

Merciful Father,

Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
Our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer (sung)
Our Father who art in heaven HBTN

Thy kingdom come thy will be done HBTN

On earth as it is in heaven HBTN

Give us this day our daily bread HBTN

Forgive us all our trespasses HBTN

As we forgive those who trespass against us HBTN

And lead us not into temptation HBTN

But deliver us from all that is evil HBTN

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory HBTN

For ever and for ever and ever HBTN

Prayer:
Lord of light, we go in your name to bring your glory into our world.
May we shine with the joy, peace and hope of your Holy Spirit,
so that people see in us the face and glory of Jesus Christ. Amen.
Blessing

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit

be amongst you and remain with you, now and forever. 

Amen.
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