ALL  AGE Year B –Advent 1, Year B
Welcome, notices, birthdays

Prayer of Approach
As we begin our Advent journey together, let’s help one another to:
keep awake and find ways to be kind;
keep awake and find ways to be helpful;
keep awake and find ways to be loving.
In Jesus’ name.
Amen.
Hymn:  
Sing of the Lord's goodness Father of all wisdom, come to him and bless his name.
Mercy he has shown us, his love is for ever, faithful to the end of days.

Come, then, all you nations, sing of your Lord's goodness,
melodies of praise and thanks to God.
Ring out the Lord's glory, praise him with your music,
worship him and bless his name.

Power he has wielded, honour is his garment, risen from the snares of death.
His word he has spoken, one bread he has broken, new life he now gives to all.
Courage in our darkness, comfort in our sorrow, Spirit of our God most high;
solace for the weary, pardon for the sinner, splendour of the living God.

Praise him with your singing, praise him with the trumpet, praise God with the lute and harp;
praise him with the cymbals, praise him with your dancing, praise God till the end of days. 
A prayer of confession

When we are unkind to other people, forgive us.
When we ignore those who need our help, forgive us.
When we hurt people by the things we say, forgive us.
When we laugh at those in trouble, forgive us.

Help us to be loving and caring to all those we meet, just as you were. Amen. 

The Absolution

Almighty God have mercy on you, 

forgive you your sins 

and bring you to everlasting life.   Amen.

Reading  








 Mark 13: 24 - 37

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. ‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake – for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’ 

Address 


Hymn

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord, keep watch, take heart. 
Bless the Gifts

Lord Jesus, you gave everything for us.
As we offer our gifts, we offer you all that we have, and are, and will be,
praying that our church, and our mission,
may reach out so that others may come to share in your risen life.
Amen.
Intercessions
Lord, we pray for our troubled world:
for places where war or natural disaster have struck, 
and people find it so hard to have hope.
We pray for those who watch and wait. 

We pray for our community:
for the people we know and those we don’t;
for all in their sorrows and joys.
We pray for those who watch and wait. 

We pray for those who wait for news,
whether good or bad,
that you will be with them.
We pray for those who watch and wait. 

We pray that those around us 
will be aware of the true meaning of Christmas;
that we might be as signs for them.
We pray for those who seek, that they will find.
Amen. 

Merciful Father,

Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
Our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer (sung)
Our Father who art in heaven HBTN

Thy kingdom come thy will be done HBTN

On earth as it is in heaven HBTN

Give us this day our daily bread HBTN

Forgive us all our trespasses HBTN

As we forgive those who trespass against us HBTN

And lead us not into temptation HBTN

But deliver us from all that is evil HBTN

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory HBTN

For ever and for ever and ever HBTN

Blessing

Hidden God, 
we long for your coming.
We are restless to know your presence with us.
We will wait and watch –
awake each day to the signs of your arriving.
Amen.
and the blessing of God Almighty,

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit

be amongst you and remain with you, now and forever. 

Amen.
The Peace

 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you

Hymn:  Lord, the light of your love is shining.
Lord the light of your love is shining, in the midst of the darkness shining

Jesus light of the world shine upon us, set us free by the truth you now bring us

Shine on me, Shine on me

Shine Jesus shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory

Blaze spirit blaze, set our hearts on fire.
Flow river flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy

Send forth your Word, 
Lord, and let there be light.

Lord I come to your awesome presence, from the shadows into your radiance

By the blood I may enter your brightness, search me, try me, consume all my darkness

Shine on me, Shine on me.

As we gaze on your kingly brightness, so our faces display your likeness

Ever changing from glory to glory, mirrored here may our lives tell your story

Shine on me, shine on me
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