ALL  AGE Year A –Christ the King, Year A
Welcome, notices, birthdays

On screen before the service:
Matthew 25.31-46

In a dramatic image, a king separates people into two camps on the basis of how they behaved towards vulnerable people: did they act with compassion towards them, or not?
Prayer of Approach
King of glory, King of peace, 
we ask that you would bless us 
with the spiritual gifts of wisdom and vision, 
that we may see with your eyes of love, 
and serve you in all we do. 
Amen.
Hymn:  Lord, I lift your name on high
Lord, I lift Your name on high 

Lord, I love to sing Your praises 

I'm so glad You're in my life 

I'm so glad You came to save us 

You came from Heaven to earth to show the way 

From the earth to the cross my debt to pay 

From the cross to the grave 

From the grave to the sky Lord, I lift Your name on high 

A prayer of confession

When we are unkind to other people, forgive us.
When we ignore those who need our help, forgive us.
When we hurt people by the things we say, forgive us.
When we laugh at those in trouble, forgive us.

Help us to be loving and caring to all those we meet, just as you were. Amen. 

The Absolution

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you your sins 

and bring you to everlasting life.  Amen.

Reading  








 Matthew 25: 31-46

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.” And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.’ 

Address 


The Peace

 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you

Hymn
When I needed a neighbour
When I needed a neighbour were you there, were you there?

When I needed a neighbour were you there?

And the creed and the colour and the name won’t matter were you there?

I was hungry and thirsty were you there, were you there?

I was hungry and thirsty were you there?

I was cold, I was naked were you there, were you there?

I was cold, I was naked were you there?

When I needed a shelter were you there, were you there?

When I needed a shelter were you there?

When I needed a healer were you there, were you there?

When I needed a healer were you there?

Wherever you travel I’ll be there, I’ll be there,

Wherever you travel I’ll be there.
And the creed and the colour and the name won’t matter I’ll be there?

(Collection is taken during this hymn)

Bless the Gifts
Lord Jesus, you gave everything for us.
With these our gifts, we offer you all that we have, and are, and will be,
praying that our church, and our mission,
may reach out so that others may come to share in your risen life.

Amen.
Intercessions
Jesus, we pray for the hungry.
May your kingdom come. 

Jesus, we pray for the thirsty.
May your kingdom come. 

Jesus, we pray for refugees 
and all who are estranged from family and friends.
May your kingdom come. 

Jesus, we pray for those with few resources, 
for those who feel ashamed of their lives and circumstances.
May your kingdom come. 

Jesus, we pray for those who are ill and in pain.
May your kingdom come. 

Jesus, we pray for those in prison.
May your kingdom come. 
Amen. 

Merciful Father,

Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
Our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Lord, I am a mixture of sheep and goat,                        
thoughtful one minute – thoughtless the next;
sometimes caring, sometimes cruel;
sometimes generous, sometimes greedy;
sometimes following you, sometimes going my own way;
sometimes remembering those in need, sometimes forgetting.
Transform me, day by day.
Soften my heart, and draw me into your fold, 
that I may draw others,
gracious and gentle King.
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer (sung)
Our Father who art in heaven HBTN

Thy kingdom come thy will be done HBTN

On earth as it is in heaven HBTN

Give us this day our daily bread HBTN

Forgive us all our trespasses HBTN

As we forgive those who trespass against us HBTN

And lead us not into temptation HBTN

But deliver us from all that is evil HBTN

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory HBTN

For ever and for ever and ever HBTN

Blessing

Go as the envoys of Christ the King: 
to feed the hungry, to befriend the lonely, 
to care for the sick, and to visit those imprisoned. 

and the blessing of God Almighty,

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit

be amongst you and remain with you, now and forever. 

Amen.
Hymn: Be Bold, Be Strong
Be bold, be strong
For the Lord your God is with you.
Be bold, be strong,
For the Lord your God is with you.
I am not afraid,
I am not dismayed,
Because I'm walking in faith and victory,
Come on and walk in faith and victory,
For the Lord your God is with you.
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