
Pilgrim Service Epiphany, Yr B, 03.01.2021
Carol



As with gladness men of old
As with gladness men of old did the shining star behold, as with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright; so, most gracious Lord, may we evermore be led to thee,

As with joyful steps they sped, to that lowly manger-bed, there to bend the knee before him whom heaven and earth adore, so may we with willing feet ever seek thy mercy-seat.

As their precious gifts they laid, at thy manger roughly made, so may we with holy joy,pure, 

and free from sin’s alloy, all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to thee, our heavenly King.

Holy Jesu, every day keep us in the narrow way; and, when earthly things are past,

bring our ransomed souls at last where they need no star to guide, 

where no clouds thy glory hide.

In the heavenly country bright need they no created light; thou its light, its joy, its crown,

thou its sun which goes not down; there for ever may we sing alleluias to our king.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Prayer
Lord, you called the wise men to travel far to seek 
the Desire of nations, the child Jesus, Ruler of all.
Give us the courage to continue on our journey when things are difficult,
the wisdom to find you in unexpected places, 
the readiness to worship with humility and generosity, 
and the willingness to change direction at your prompting. Amen.

Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts. 
In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins.

Silence is kept.

We long for justice for the poor of the world; we long for deliverance for those in need; 
we long to hear the voice of those silenced by injustice. 
Forgive us for ignoring the needs of others;

Lord, have mercy.

Forgive us for failing to act for justice;
Christ, have mercy.

Forgive us for our complacency;
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, we are made in your image; change our hearts, reshape our minds,
stir our imaginations, have pity on our frailties, and inspire us to hope
for a world renewed by your love. Amen. 

Absolution

May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself, 
that you may behold the glory of his Son, the Word made ﬂesh, 
and be cleansed from all your sins, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
We listen to the Peruvian Gloria
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Father.
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Father.

To God be glory forever. To God be glory forever.

Alleluia, amen. 

Alleluia, amen. Alleluia, amen. Alleluia, amen.
Glory to God, glory to God, Son of the Father.
Glory to God, glory to God, Son of the Father.

To God be glory forever. To God be glory forever.

Alleluia, amen. 

Alleluia, amen. Alleluia, amen. Alleluia, amen.
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Spirit.
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Spirit.

To God be glory forever. To God be glory forever.

Alleluia, amen. 

Alleluia, amen. Alleluia, amen. Alleluia, amen.
We pray the special prayer for today, the Collect

Creator of the heavens, who led the Magi by a star to worship the Christ-child:
guide and sustain us, that we may find our journey’s end in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
First Reading



Isaiah 60: 1-6
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew


Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Reading






Matthew 2: 1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.”’ 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Address 
The Creed
We stand to reaffirm our faith

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist? 

We believe and trust in him.           

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature, died for us and rose again? 

We believe and trust in him.           

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of God and makes Christ known in the world? 

We believe and trust in him.           

This is the faith of the Church. 

This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen.
Intercessions 
Lord of all, help us to welcome into our fellowship those who are different. 
Break down the barrier of our prejudice.

Lord, hear us: 

Lord, graciously hear us.
 
Lord, you came as a little child, weak and vulnerable. 
We pray for all who are vulnerable or in danger. 
Protect them from those who would exploit or harm them.

Lord, hear us: 

Lord, graciously hear us.
 
Lord, you came as light in the darkness. 
Give hope to the oppressed and suffering, we pray especially for all those affected by the pandemic and for those feel lonely and isolated at this time.
Lord, hear us: 

Lord, graciously hear us.
 
Lord, those who were your own did not receive you. 
Soften hearts that are indifferent or hostile to your grace and truth. 

Lord, hear us: 
Lord, graciously hear us.
 
Lord, the wise men knelt in wonder at the infant king. 
Reveal yourself to us, that we may worship and serve you all our days.

Lord, hear us: 
Lord, graciously hear us.
Amen.
Merciful Father,
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
The Peace

Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and of peace there shall be no end.
The peace of the Lord be always with you

and also with you.

Carol:



Angels from the realms of glory
Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight over all the earth;

ye who sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth:

Come and worship Christ the new-born King:

Come and worship, worship Christ the new-born King.

Shepherds, in the field abiding, watching over your flocks by night,

God with us is now residing, yonder shines the infant Light:

Sages, leave your contemplations; brighter visions beam afar:

seek the great Desire of Nations; ye have seen his natal star:

Saints before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear,

suddenly the Lord, descending, in his temple shall appear:

Though an infant now we view him, he shall fill his Father’s throne,

gather all the nations to him; every knee shall then bow down:
Prayers at the Preparation of the Table
Lord, accept your people’s gifts, not gold, frankincense or myrrh,

but hearts and voices raised in praise of Jesus Christ, our light and our salvation.

Amen.
The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you       

and also with you.                    

 

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; in your love you made us for yourself.

When we turned away you did not reject us, but came to meet us in your Son.

You embraced us as your children and welcomed us to sit and eat with you.

 

In Christ you shared our life that we might live in him and he in us.

He opened his arms of love upon the cross

and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin.

 

On the night he was betrayed, at supper with his friends

he took bread, and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to them, saying:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.

Father, we do this in remembrance of him: his body is the bread of life.

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, he gave you thanks, and said:

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; do this in remembrance of me.

Father, we do this in remembrance of him: his blood is shed for all.

 

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory,

send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine 
may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son.

As we eat and drink these holy gifts make us one in Christ, our risen Lord.

With your whole Church throughout the world

we offer you this sacrifice of praise and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven:

 

Holy, holy, holy

Holy, holy, holy

God of power and might,

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,
Hosanna in the highest,
Hosanna in the highest,
Hosanna in the highest.
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever.
Amen.

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,

because we all share in one bread.

Jesus, Lamb of God

Have mercy on us, have mercy on us, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins

Have mercy on us, have mercy on us, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world

Grant us your peace, grant us your peace, grant us your peace.

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.

Blessed are those who are called to his supper.

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,

but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

Communion Carols: Rocking Carol
Prayer after Communion

Lord God, the bright splendour whom the nations seek:
may we who with the wise men have been drawn by your light
discern the glory of your presence in your Son,
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.

A prayer of thanksgiving
Lord God, we thank you that we do not need to be
wise in the ways of the world to follow you.
It’s not always easy for us to lay aside our grand ideas,
but we thank you for the promise of the new life 
that comes when we follow you.
As the kings brought gifts to you, 

so, Lord, we thank you for all you give to us, especially for the gift of wisdom.
We thank you for the wise people we have known 
who have guided us along your way.
Help us in turn to be ready to receive from you
so that we can share ourselves with others. Amen.
Blessing

Christ our Lord,

to whom kings bowed down in worship and offered gifts,

reveal to you his glory and pour upon you the riches of his grace;

and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Hymn 
We three kings
We three Kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar;

field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.

O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.
Born a king on Bethlehem plain, gold I bring, to crown him again,

king for ever, ceasing never, over us all to reign.

Frankincense to offer have I, incense owns a deity nigh,

prayer and praising, gladly raising, worship him, God most high.

Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom;

sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in a stone-cold tomb.

Glorious now behold him arise, king and God and sacrifice;

alleluia, alleluia, earth to heaven replies.
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